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Dotson Capabilities: 
 Gray Iron  

 Ductile Iron  

 Austempered 

Ductile Iron  

 Carbidic ADI  

 1 to 75 Pounds 

 Machining 

 Painting 

 Plating 

 Assembly 



Rock & Soul  
 

 
In 1923, at the age of 14, Mary Katherine moved 

from Canada back to Mankato when her father, 

Joe Fazendin, took over as president of the 

struggling foundry and machine shop. 

 

 
With her parents at Niagara Falls 

 

The family business gave Mary a desire to attend 

the University of Minnesota where she was one of 

only three women in the business school.  After 

graduation in 1931, she took a position with 

Metropolitan Life as a home office representative.  

Metropolitan was managing thousands of farms 

that had been foreclosed during the depression.  

Maryôs responsibilities included traveling to all 

the Midwest regional offices setting up standard 

office procedures.  Metropolitan Life kept the 

original farmers on the farm.  The company 

financed repairs and seed while allowing the 

farmers to repurchase their farm back with the 

cash rent payments.   

The mid 1930ôs and the early 1940ôs saw Mary 

move to the West Coast where once again she was 

breaking new ground as a woman in a manôs 

world.  She worked at Lockheed Aircraft and at 

Hughes Aircraft in Los Angeles.  Hughes was just 

getting started and she was the only woman 

providing support for the engineers (Hughes had 

only three engineers at that time).  It was during 

this period that she married Jerry Dotson.   

 

The newlyweds moved to Seattle and Mary stayed 

in the aircraft industry by signing up with Boeing.  

Again, she was providing support for the 

engineering department.  The big project was the 

flying boat Clipper planes, the Boeing B-314. 

 

 
Mary and Jerry Dotson in the 1930ôs 

 

Back to Mankato in 1943 when Jerry Dotson took 

over as president of the company.  Her business 

experience has served Mary well and also the 

Dotson Company.  She is just starting her 60
th
 

year as an officer of the company. 

 

Eighty years of support to three presidents has 

earned Mary Dotson the position as the 

companyôs Rock .  Her values, confidence, 

advice and encouragement helped make the 

difference during the tough times.  Her role as the 

companyôs Soul   comes the fact that Maryôs 

core belief is that everyone deserves a chance 

(and many times, two or three) and if you expect 

the best, you usually get it.  People who have 

known her for years have never heard Mary make 

a negative comment about another individual. 

 

Recently, a retired employee was in the office and 

asked about Mary.  He said that he had known her 

most of his life.  As he left, his comment was 

ñwhat a great lady.ò   We agree!   

 

 
Mary at 93 with Denny Dotson 

 

It is wonderful to publicly say thanks mom and     

I love you to the woman who has been my 

Rock & Soul .  I hope that during this 

holiday season you find a way to say the same to 

your special Rock & Soul .   

 
President, The Dotson Company 

ddotson@dotson.com 
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