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      125 Years ï Two Families 
 

Lorenz Mayer, father of these three brothers started a one-

person blacksmith shop in 1876.  The boys stayed with the 

company until 1915.  They created a major manufacturing 

company that produced tractors, graders, woodworking 

equipment, forging hammers and one car.  The car, designed in 

1903 and finally finished in 1907, had coil springs, a gear 

drive and the worldôs first V-8 engine. 

 

 

 

 

Since the early 1900ôs, 

three generations of the 

Dotson family have 

managed the company 

and today it is one of the 

Midwestôs major 

independent gray and 

ductile iron foundries.   

 

 

Dotson Capabilities: 

 Gray Iron  

 Ductile Iron  

 Austempered 

Ductile Iron  

 Carbidic ADI  

 1 to 75 Pounds 

 Machining 

 Painting 

 Plating 

 Assembly 
 



An open house for 

families and friends 

marked the 125
th
 year 

of continuous 

operation for The 

Dotson Company.  

The theme for the party came from the 

early products that the company 

produced (and also the fact that it was 

the day before Halloween).   

 

Little Giant trip hammer is 101 years old 

 

 

80-year-old Little Giant lathe  

 

 

4
th

 & 5
th

 Dotson Generation ï Kelly Peterson 

(started at foundry in 1995) with Zander.  
 

 

Face Painting 
 

 

Pumpkin painting 

 

1917 Little Giant tractor  
 

 

Old photos & commemorative anvil 
 

125 years is an amazing achievement.  

Our success is based on a simple 

philosophy of customers, suppliers and 

employees sharing the mutual benefits 

of long lasting partnerships.  Thanks to 

the thousands of people who have had a 

part in making us what we are today.  

 
ddotson@dotson.com 
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