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Homecoming 
The Dotson Company history 

goes back to 1876.  A large 

part of that history was the 

manufacture of power 

forging (trip) hammers.  The 

first hammer was produced in 

1885 and just short of 20,000 

were sold.  This hammer, 

serial #186 was shipped from 

the foundry exactly 100 years 

ago on December 14, 1900.  

It has been fully restored by 

Harlan Suedmeier who 

purchased the Little Giant 

Hammer business in 1991. 

 

Dotson Capabilities: 

 

 Gray Iron 

 Ductile Iron 

 Austempered 

Ductile Iron 

 1 to 75 Pounds 

 Machining 

 Painting 

 Plating 

 Assembly 
 



Sales Account Managers 
 

Tom Louden 
 

Tom began his foundry career in 1982 as a 

sales person for his family’s Iowa 

Malleable Iron foundry.  Tom joined The 

Dotson Company in November 1993 after 

the closing of Iowa Malleable.  He is a 

graduate of the University of Iowa where 

he lettered in golf.  His brief career as a 

golf professional placed him in West Palm 

Beach, Florida and Ottumwa, Iowa.  Tom 

and his wife Carolyn make their home in 

Fairfield, Iowa where his close proximity 

to many manufacturers is an advantage to 

our Iowa customers.   

 

Tom’s contagious optimism makes him a 

customer favorite.  His in-depth knowledge 

of the foundry industry and experience 

with purchasing managers provides an 

integral part of the success of the Dotson 

Company.   

 

 

 

 
Phil Patterson 

 

Phil was born in Webster City, Iowa and, 

as a youngster, moved to the Mankato area.  

While he is new to the sales team, he is a 

long time Dotson employee.  He started as 

a laborer over 20 years ago and has worked 

in nearly every department throughout the 

foundry.  He brings a vast amount of 

hands-on knowledge about the casting 

trade to the table.  Many of our customers 

already know or have spoken with Phil 

during the time that he was in foundry 

engineering handling estimating and 

tooling.   

 

Some of Phil’s particularly strong areas of 

expertise are casting conversion and 

tooling design. Our customers will only 

benefit from having Phil come on board in 

sales, where his practical expertise in 

casting design is a great value to all. 

 
 

 
Chris Witt 

 
Chris is Dotson’s newest account manager.  

Born and raised in Reinbeck, Iowa, a small 

community southwest of Waterloo.  

Chris’s father worked for John Deere 

Waterloo in their Product and Research 

Department as a machinist.   

 

Chris has over fifteen years experience in 

the foundry industry.  A patternmaker by 

trade, he enjoys woodworking and fishing.  

His experience as a patternmaker along 

with his foundry background will provide 

our customers with part design assistance 

that will reduce overall costs and improve 

quality.  Please join us in welcoming Chris 

to our sales team. 

 
ddotson@dotson.com 
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