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A first -place national 

ductile iron design award 

was shared by The Dotson 

Company and customer 

engineers on this part.  The 

original steel forging 

needed seven different 

parts in its assembly.  This 

Dotson one-piece, 

induction-hardened casting 

was produced at significant 

cost savings.  

 

Dotson Capabilities: 

 Gray Iron  

 Ductile Iron  

 Austempered 

Ductile Iron  

 1 to 75 Pounds 

 Machining 

 Painting 

 Plating 

 Assembly 
 



Delaware was the first state to 

ratify the constitution in 1781.  

This is the first issue of the 

Dotson Dispatch.  As we look 

back through the history of The 

Dotson Company, like Delaware, 

we have many firsts. 

 

 The foundry was one of the 

first in Minnesota, founded 

in 1876. 

 The firstV-8 engine was 

designed and poured by the 

company in 1907 (Henry 

Ford did the same in 1907). 

 1914 the company 

produced the first of 500 

farm tractors. 

 1945 the ñLittle Giantò 
power forging hammer 

became the worldôs 

standard. 

 1967 first foundry in 

Minnesota to install 

pollution control system on 

cupolas. 

 1969 first Minnesota 

foundry to purchase a 

Hunter molding machine. 

 1989 first foundry to use 

online testing for 

Magnesium. 

 1995 first Minnesota iron 

foundry to be certified 

ISO9002. 

 

Today, The Dotson Companyôs 

vision is: 

 

To be a high service, 

competitive foundry where 

customers, employees, 

suppliers, community and 

stockholders share the mutual 

benefits of long lasting 

partnerships. 
 

The company produces fully 

machined, heat-treated, plated, 

painted, gray and ductile iron 

castings up to 75 pounds in 

weight.   

 

This Dotson Dispatch will be sent 

five times a year for the next 10 

years.  The Dispatch will keep 

our customers, employees, 

suppliers, the community and 

stockholders updated on the 

exciting happenings at our 123-

year-old company.   

 

With each issue of the Dispatch, 

we will include a card with two of 

the new State quarters (one from 

each mint).  We are sure that you 

will be able to find a child that 

will enjoy collecting the series of 

50 State quarters. 

 

Our thanks go out to each of you 

for being partners to our success.   
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