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John Hatcher designs a cast iron bookend to honor employees 

and friends who have served in military organizations  

 

Dotson Capabilities: 
 Gray Iron  

 Ductile Iron  

 Austempered 

Ductile Iron  

 Carbidi c ADI 

 1 to 75 Pounds 

 Machining 

 Painting 

 Plating 

 Assembly 



Service to America 
 

 

Pattern maker John Hatcher took up the challenge 

to design a very special bookend which would 

recognize the unselfish service that individuals 

give to their country.  John, a Vietnam Army 

veteran, worked on the design with two other vets, 

Harley Goff and Dave McDonald.    

 

 

Each leaf was individually molded and positioned 

on the wreath.  The original pattern for the eagle 

head was a golden eagle and John had to extend 

the beak to give the appearance of a bald eagle.   

 

Our first ñHonorò bookend was given by Dotson 

supervisor Chad Boisjolie to his father-in-law.  

Robert Hafemann 

was in the Army 

in the 1960ôs and 

had several 

overseas tours.  

Chad gave a 

prototype 

bookend as Bob 

was in hospice 

care and received 

the bookend just 

three days before 

his death.    

 

Brad Wallace worked 

part time at our 

company while 

attending Minnesota 

State University.  He 

also participated in 

ROTC and the MN 

National Guard This 

photo shows the proud 

2
nd

 Lieutenant on his 

first day as an officer.  

Brad is now serving at 

Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  

 

John Jaqua has worked as 

a lab tech while attending 

Minnesota State 

University.  John is also a 

member of the Army 

National Guard. In 2003 

John completed one active 

duty tour in Bosnia 

working as an EMT.  

Today John is back in 

Mankato, working at the 

foundry and completing 

his pre-med coursework.   

 

 

Harley Goff is the 

personnel manager at 

the foundry.  Harley, 

based out of DiAn, 

Vietnam, flew special 

recon and evacuation 

flights.  He is shown 

here with his Huey 

helicopter.  Harley had 

600 flight hours and 

received 23 air medals 

before a crash 

shortened his tour.  

The foundry is very fortunate to have 22 current 

employees with military experience.   

 

US Army 

 Sean Cooper Harley Goff 

 Jim Ganzel Lyall Widener 

 Ron Mealman Orange Flowers 

 Lyle Hoffman Bruce Blank 

 John Kelly John Hatcher 

US Marine Corp 

 Jeremy Schimek Guy Wass 

 Tony Lalor 

US Navy 

 Dave McDonald Jerry Kewatt 

 Bernard Steinhauer Nicholas Dorn 

 Denny Dotson 

Army National Guard  

 Kristopher Nelson Tom Hoeft 

 Jonathon Jaqua Erik Wallace 

 

 

Alane Reichelôs 

son, Jason, joined 

the Marines after 

high school and has 

already completed 

one tour of duty in 

Iraq.  Jason is 

currently at 29 

Palms, California 

and his unit will be 

deploying for either 

Afghanistan or Iraq 

in the spring. 

 

If anyone receiving this newsletter has spent time 

in the Armed Forces, please let us know and we 

will be happy to provide you with an ñHonorò 

bookend.  Service to America is the basis of our 

freedom and deserves to be recognized. 
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