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The Dotson family has been associated with 

the foundry for 84 of the foundryôs 131 

year history.   Since Jerry Dotson Sr. died 

in 1978, the major ownership of the 

company has been the children of Jerry and 

Mary K. Dotson.  This group also served as 

the board of directors of the company for 

all of the 1980ôs and 1990ôs.   

 

The chart below shows the challenges faced 

by the foundry during the 1980ôs.  Anyone 

over 50 remembers the Midwest ñrust 

bowlò when almost every manufacturer was 

facing survival.  In Dotsonôs case, sales 

dropped every year and 1983 sales were at 

40% of the 1979 sales level.   

 

The decisions made by the Dotson board 

were courageous.  They decided to use the 

companyôs half million in cash along with 

mortgaging eleven different buildings so 

that 100% of the ownerôs equity was put on 

the line to make sure that the foundry would have the resources necessary to survive the 

economic downturn .  In addition, one of the directors, Jerry Dotson, made the commitment to 

leave his Seattle job and move his family to Mankato for one year.  Jerry took on the role of 

ñemployee and customerò communicator for the company.   

 

With the guidance of the board and significant help from all of the employees (a major portion 

of their wages were deferred), the foundry survived the 1980ôs.  In fact, the growth of the 

company has been considerable.  Sales for 2006 were three times the sales of 1988.   

 

 

 

The Dotson family in 2006 just before Mary K. 

died at 97.  Mary Ann, Laura (wife of John who 

died in 1998), Joe, Mary K., Denny and Jerry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Starting in 2007, 100% of the company stock is held by the four officers of the company.  We 

want to express our sincere thanks to all the previous stockholders and board members.  We are 

honored as we start our 131
st
 year to build on what others have started. 
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