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Phil Patterson, Jay Zins, Travis Zimmerman, Nancy Patterson and Jim Headington 

American Foundry Society ñBest In Classò 2006 Design Award 
 

 

 

 

Dotson Capabilities: 
 Gray Iron  

 Ductile Iron  

 Austempered 

Ductile Iron  

 Carbidic ADI  

 1 to 75 Pounds 

 Machining 

 Painting 

 Plating 

 Assembly 



Industry Recognition 
 

 

To be singled out by our industry peers for 

having exceptional performance is very 

special.  The American Foundry Society 

represents the 1,700 non-ferrous, steel and 

iron foundries in North America.  At the 

recent national meeting in Columbus, Ohio, 

Dotson received three of the top awards.   

 

The front page of this Dotson Dispatch shows 

our casting design team that won the best iron 

casting design for 2006.  The casting was a 

Toro part that works as an automatic 

returning hinge on a boom sprayer arm.  Our 

team took up this challenging project only 

after other foundries said that it couldnôt be 

done.   

 

This is the third year in a row that Dotson has 

won the best iron casting in the AFS design 

competition.  The 2004 award was for a rear 

pivot chute that was a steel fabrication on a 

concrete mixing truck.  The finished casting 

reduced the cost by over one-third.  The 2005 

award recognized the design which took a 10-

piece gooseneck hitch fabrication and 

replaced it by a single ductile iron casting.  

The cost savings on this part also exceeded 

one-third.  

 

Todd Nelson, Dotsonôs Sales VP, received 

the 2006 Jack Steel Marketing Award.  Todd 

has worked with us for 23 years.  The award 

is given to the industry individual who has 

attained excellence in the marketing of their 

foundry and in the promotion of the foundry 

industry. 

 

Todd has been a regular presenter at industry 

meetings and has been a Cast Metals Institute 

instructor on sales and marketing.  He has 

also been a long time member and chairman 

of the American Foundry Society Marketing 

Committee.   

 

Sales at the Dotson Company have tripled 

under Toddôs leadership.  He has also been 

instrumental in our value added sales 

expansion.  We have been able to stay 

competitive in a world market by adding 

design services, machining, painting and 

inventory management.   

Jon Flitter and Eric Nelson received the 

American Foundry Societyôs 2006 Plant 

Engineering Award.  The award is given to 

the foundry that pushes the industry forward 

by creative use of new technology.  The 

award is very important to Dotson in that it is 

almost always given to the very large 

foundries.   

 

The recognition was for our automatic core 

setting Sinto FBOIIIS molding line with the 

EconoPour robotic ladle pouring.  This 

project, designed with our engineering 

partner Roberts Sinto Corporation, is the first 

time that automatic iron pouring has been 

done in a jobbing foundry.   

 

A fourth recognition award 

was the 2006 AFS Twin City 

Chapter Distinguished 

Service Award.  An honor 

that I received and made 

possible by the tremendous 

employees that I am 

privileged to work with and my many 

industry friends.   
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