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2006 is a Transition Year for Joe

 

 

Dotson Capabilities: 
 Gray Iron  

 Ductile Iron  

 Austempered 

Ductile Iron  

 Carbidic ADI  

 1 to 75 Pounds 

 Machining 

 Painting 

 Plating 

 Assembly 



Single Source Reliability 
 

 

Joe Sammon was working in a small 

machine shop twenty miles from 

Mankato in 1982.  

He didnôt know 

much about 

foundries and was 

just learning first 

hand that 

grinding gates 

and flash off of 

castings is a 

tough job.   

 

His boss, George Winegar, had been 

trucking Dotson castings to his farm 

machine shed to do the finished grinding.   

George decided that grinding was not his 

thing and he wanted to expand his 

machining business.  He told us that he 

was getting out of this business.  George 

also said that one of his employees might 

be interested in setting up a grinding shop 

next to our foundry.   

 

Since that beginning in 1982, Sammonôs 

Grinding has machined over 30,000,000 

castings for The Dotson Company.  

Because all of our castings were 

processed by Joe and because we were 

Joeôs only customer, it was a relationship 

that had to work for both parties.  If the 

grinding price was too high, Dotson 

wouldnôt get new work.  If Joe couldnôt 

make a profit, he would be out of 

business.  The relationship, like many 

supplier/customer relationships, was that 

simple.  But, as the years added up, the 

relationship grew because of Joeôs 

commitment, our mutual dependence and 

a firm trust and belief that our long term 

interests were best served by making sure 

that it was a win-win relationship.   

 

Joe will be 68 next year and he has 

decided (with a little help from his wife 

Kay) that he should spend more time with 

his family.  That family includes three 

daughters, their husbands and two 

grandchildren.   

 

Horses are also a big part of Joeôs life.  

He has cut down over the years so that 

today he only has 7 horses (at one time it 

was up to 13).   

 

The Sammonôs Grinding business and the 

relationship with Dotson is in good hands 

as Joeôs son-in-law, Don Nierman, is 

ready and anxious to take over the 

responsibilities.  Don has worked as a 

grinder and as a supervisor for many 

years. 

 

A very sincere thank you goes out to Joe 

and his grinding team.  They are a very 

large part of our success.  As the 

transition between Joe and Don takes 

place in 2006, we are confident that 

Sammonôs Grinding will continue to be 

an integral part of our operations.    
 

 

 
The Dotson Company 

denny@dotson.com 
 

p.s.  That small machine shop that Joe 

worked at and George Winegar started 

now has 100 employees and is a major 

machining partner for Dotson.  

Joe with his 2 year old Firesian/Rocky Mountain horse 

Kay and Joe Sammon at their ranch home 

Don (Joeôs son-in-law) and Joe in their grind shop 

ranch home 

Grinding  Castings 
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